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A madtimillion-dollar
redvelopment at
Sydrneys Meriden Schaool
created a state-of-the-art
mursic and drama centre,
which opened in 202

.
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Buﬂdmg the classrooms of tomorrow

Leading schools are
investing heavily in
flexible, tech-enabled
and wellbeing-focused
classro NS, Wriles
Elissa Doherty.

Walk dovwn a school comidor today and
you might spot microphones on teach-
ers, USH ports in lockers and students
scrawling on  whiteboard-type  cup-
oards,

s a virtually unrecognisable world
for today's parents and teachers, who
grew up with chalk, blasckboards and
werhesd p|'|:'|_i|,-|.'||.:-|x

But it's mot just technodogy that's
transforming the classroom. Recogni
o S 51||-.'.'ir|g thaat the Bl efiirod-
ment plays an important role in
proamsoting student wellbeing and Gl
L ir|;_' collabornive e ||.i:||.J_:_,

So. how are architects designing the
classroonmes of the Tuture?

Think chsters ol Clissrooms

atached w0 breakoul spaces, soudy
nooks in corridors, calming  colour
palettes and the use of natural materi
als o naerure welibeing

The days of students sitting in rows
Eacing the blackboard (or smartboarnd)
are dwindling, as the humble cliss.
room is deconstructed (it's now called a
“leaming enviromment). Instead, the
focus {5 on fexible rooms that can
pdapt to different learning styles, with
moveabde furniture and a mange of
SpRECES o ETOAED WO k o ~H1I-::|'-.I!||-:Il.-

Ellict Spring, a director at MGS
Architects, has worked closely with
stafl at Xavier College in Melbourne to
design its new year 7 and 8 building,
She says kswning B onot siatic, and
baribdings can't be cither.

“We're trying to create maore Hexibie
SpRaCEsS S0 that Wil £5E0 :ll_1_||:|:-.| hiEm as
you mevd, amd speak o students in
small groups, or bring classes
together,” says Spring, whose firm
wiorks with the Victorian Schood Build-
ing Authority.

S Kavier, Lor example, we created
bearming neighbourhoods consisting of
Eive classrooms arcand a shared leam-
kg Bl A of those classmooms e

MIGS Architects waorked with SEalt a1 andier College in Melbourne (o design s memw year
7 ancl B building, whech functions as a glass-waled flexible beanmang neighbourhood

large glss sliding doors that open onto
the breakoa space in the centre, where
students can work on projects together.
The teachers are nearky and can see
[hiefmn,. s I|1|,-_\_|.' ave this measured
transparency.”

She says there has been a shilt away
Fram the treencl of by oper-plan clss-

rooanes s Uhey weren't benelicial for all
sl

It can work in some schools but
there have been issues with acoustics,
||.'||lls,'|.||:||'h' with OB shisdEnis
who can't focus as well and those who
are neurodiverse,” she s,
Continued page 4
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Taking a student-
centred approach

Frowm sport to STEM, tech studies
and music, Sydney’s Meriden
Schod has gone hack to the
drawing board in 2 major rebuild.

What's emerging is a truly 21si
century schoal, with sculpiural
facades, high-tech classrooms,
microphone-wearing teachers,
tosch screens and outdoor
cooking terraces.

The jevel in the crowen of the
Sydney school's medtimillion-dollar
redevelopment is a state-of-the-
art music and drama centre
Opening its doors in 2022, it
incorporates 13 sound-proofed
mursac studios, a drama theatre,
refwearsal spaces and customised
equipment.

Principal Lisa Brown says
student-centred design is at the
heart of the master plan, with
il classroomes built aroumd
refaxed, informal “leaming
COMEMToNS

Mot all students leam the same
Wy, 50'we are creating adaptabée
spaces that allow teachers to
design lisarming Sctnvities amd
differentiate their instruction to
each student,” she says.
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College

Guided to think.

Combining careful design, construction and team

play under rigorous circwmsiances, Barker's Robotics

progpram 15 50 much momne than just the rabot'!

The

are currenily ranked &th in fhe

world out of 3495 feams.
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