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SCHOLARSHIPS GUIDE ADVERTISING FEATURE

Meriden principal
Lisa Brown.

THE DIFFERENCE A
MENTOR MAKES

A meaningful mentor-student relationship can help scholars thrive

holistically, and feel valued for more than their talents.

girls’ school in Strathfield, Lisa Brown
wears many hats. One of the most
rewarding aspects of her role is supporting
scholarship students.
“These youngwomen often carry not just
exceptional talent, but also a sense of

A sthe principal of Meriden, an Anglican

responsibility: to their families, theirown
potential and the school community,” Brown
says. “My focus is ensuring they flourish
holistically, not justin their scholarship area.”

Establishing a meaningful mentor-
student relationship, built on trust, care and
mutual respect, can be a big help.

“A good mentor celebrates successes
but also provides honest, constructive
guidance when needed,” Brown says. “For
scholarship students particularly, a mentor
helps them navigate the pressures that
come with high expectations, while
reminding them of their intrinsic value
beyond their talents.”

Brown is one such mentor, and as
principal, she offers guidance throughout
every step of a student’s schooling journey.
“I recently received an email from the
parents of a graduating year 12 student,
who had been a music scholarship
recipient,” she says. “They were full of
gratitude for the way her life had been
shaped by her Meriden experience, and the
wonderful teachers and role models she
met throughout her time.

“Whilst she was a brilliant musician, they
were mostly thankful for the care and
support she had received across all areas of
school life, and how she had been
supported to reach her potential across all
areas of her studies”

Creating a brighter future
Given the school’s Christian foundations,
Brown says offering scholarships to
students of all backgrounds and
experiences is at the core of Meriden’s
identity. “These students bring so much to
Meriden,” she says. “They elevate the
culture, inspire their peers and exemplify
excellence. Scholarships help us build a
richer, more dynamic school, where talent,
not just means, can determine opportunity.”

Meriden scholarships include
academic and music scholarships, and
the Betty Stephens Memorial Sport
Scholarship, which honours sporting
prowess and dedication.

“From next year, we're delighted to
introduce the Fidelis Scholarship,
designed for well-rounded students who
demonstrate excellence across multiple
areas,” Brown adds.

Meriden looks for students with
exceptional abilities for scholarships, but
talent alone isn’t enough, Brown says.

“We look for students with genuine
passion and curiosity, who love what they
do rather than simply performing for
recognition. We value resilience and work
ethic, because sustained excellence
requires dedication through challenges.”

Nurturing student success
Scholarships at Meriden are designed to
develop students’ gifts while also ensuring
they thrive socially and emotionally.

“l often remind scholarship students
that theirworth isn't tied to their
performance or achievements,” Brown
says. “They’re valued as whole people and
their personal development matters just
as much as their achievements.”

Many scholarship students feel
pressure to perform, Brown says. To
reduce the strain, Meriden chooses not to
identify them. “This confidentiality means
scholarship students can simply enjoy the
full Meriden experience without the weight
of expectations or being singled out.”

SCEGGS Darlinghurst

Gadigal Country

215 Forbes Street Darlinghurst
(02) 9332 1133

Come and visit to discover what

makes SCEGGS unique.

Scholarship Applications now open!
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